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deal of insight into the way that laws are shaped, developed, implemented, 
and enforced.

Crime as a Social Justice Issue
Increasingly, some scholars are beginning to describe crime as a social justice 
issue. Social justice has been described as a “contentious concept” because 
it is interpreted so many different ways.16 At the heart of most definitions 
of social justice is a belief in fairness and equality among all human beings. 
According to the Center for Economic and Social Justice, social justice 
“imposes on each of us a personal responsibility to work with others.”17 In 
terms of criminal justice and an approach that views crime as a social justice 
issue, some scholars have noted that certain social problems are tied intrinsi-
cally to crime problems. Consider social problems such as homelessness, pov-
erty, and mental health issues. To advocates of a social justice orientation, 
these social issues must be addressed in order to address the crime problem. 
Bear in mind that criminal justice officials spend a great deal of their time 
and effort responding to situations that arise as a result of homelessness, pov-
erty, and mental health problems. Rather than treating individuals as crimi-
nals in these situations, advocates would argue that efforts should be directed 
toward eradicating issues such as poverty and homelessness. Through these 
sorts of efforts, it is believed that social justice can promote what is referred 
to as “sustainable justice,” or a type of justice that does not result in offend-
ers reoffending and victims being revictimized—a justice that lasts.18
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